
KS2 Foundation Subject Objectives 
 

History Geography Art and Design Design Technology 
 Shows an understanding of BC time. 

 Can describe the achievements of the 
earliest civilisations, and the lives of 
people (in either Sumer, Indus or Egypt). 

 Place events, people and changes into 
correct periods of time 

 Knows the characteristic features of the 
period, including the ideas, beliefs, 
attitudes and experiences of men, 
women and children in the past. 

 Describe and make links between the 
main events, situations and changes 
within and across the different period. 

 Can trace the development of a complex 
subject over time, such as family or an 
occupation, showing how it changed and 
why. 

 Can describe a turning point or a change 
in British history, explain what 
happened, why it happened and why it 
turned out to be important. 

 Can recognise the forces that supported 
and held the change back, understanding 
why it reached the conclusion it did, and 
what its consequences were. 

 Use dates and vocabulary relating to the 
passing of time. 

 The social, cultural, religious and ethnic 
diversity of the society. 

 Identify and describe reasons for, and 
results of, historical events, situations, 
and changes in the period. 

 Pupils should be taught to recognise that 
the past is represented and interpreted 
in different ways, and to give reasons for 
this. 

 Can identify the main geographical 
features of the UK and its distinctive 
regions. 

 Can describe the local region and 
recognise its distinctive geographical 
features. 

 Can describe in some detail the 
geographical characteristics of a region 
of the UK. 

 Can use the eight-point compass, four 
grid references, symbols and keys. 

 Can use maps, atlases, globes, 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied. 

 Can locate the countries of Europe 
(including Russia) and describe their 
principle features. 

 Can make key comparisons between an 
area of the UK and one in Europe. 

 Can use the eight-point compass, four 
and six grid references, symbols and keys 
(including Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world.  

 Can locate the countries of North and 
South America and describe their 
principle features. 

 Can trace the geographical development 
of an area over time, showing how its 
environment and land uses have 
changed over time. 

 Can make key comparisons between an 
area of the UK and one in America. 

 Can make a three-way comparison of 
one aspect of geography from the UK, 
Europe, North and South America. 

 Use sketchbooks to record observations 
and use them to review and revisit ideas. 

 Improve and design techniques, 
including drawing, painting and 
sculpture with a range materials (for 
example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay, 
collage). 

 Learn about great artists, architects and 
designers in history. 

 Generate, develop, model and 
communicate their ideas through 
discussion, annotated sketches, cross-
sectional and exploded diagrams, 
prototypes, pattern pieces and 
computer-aided design. 

 Select from and use a wider range of 
tools and equipment to perform 
practical tasks (for example, cutting, 
shaping, joining and finishing) accurately. 

 Evaluate their ideas and products against 
their own design criteria and consider 
the views of others to improve their 
work. 

 Understand how key events and 
individuals in design and technology 
have helped shape the world. 

 Use research and develop design criteria 
to inform the design of innovative, 
functional, appealing products that are 
fit for purpose, aimed at particular 
individuals or groups. 

 Select from and use a wider range of 
materials and components, including 
construction materials and textiles, 
according to their functional properties 
and aesthetic qualities. 

 Investigate and analyse a range of 
existing products. 

 Apply their understanding of how to 
strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more 
complex structures. 

 Understand and use mechanical systems 
in their products (for example gears, 
pulleys, cam, levers and linkages). 
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 Understands why the Romans invaded 
Britain, can identify some of the benefits 
they brought, and knows what kind of 
evidence survives. 

 Understands where, when and why 
settlers arrived in England after the 
Roman Empire collapsed and how they 
influenced and adapted to British Life. 
(Anglo-Saxons and Scots). 

 Know how a non-European society 
contrasts with British History (Aztecs). 

 
 

 

 Can explain the water cycle and the river 
system.  

 Is able to observe, measure and record 
what is seen in fieldwork. 

 Can explain longitude and latitude and 
associated terms e.g. equator, tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, 
Northern/Southern hemispheres. 

 Can explain the Greenwich meridian and 
the time zones. 

 Can explain volcanoes, earthquakes and 
geography of mountains. 

 Recognises climate zones and biomes 
and can explain vegetation belts. 

 Recognises the signs of human 
geography, including settlements and 
the use of natural resources, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and 
water. 

 Understand and use electrical systems in 
their products (link to Electricity Science 
topic). 

 Can apply their understanding of 
computing to program, monitor and 
control their products. 

 Understand and apply the principles of a 
healthy and varied diet to prepare 
dishes. 

 Prepare and cook a variety of 
predominately savoury dishes using a 
range of cooking techniques. 

 Understand seasonality, and know 
where and how a variety of ingredients 
are grown, reared, caught and 
processed. 

Autumn objectives- green                Spring objectives- yellow               Summer objectives- pink 

 


